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April 24, 2012

ATTN: Members of the Honolulu the County Council

RE: Labelling of GE Food (Reso12-57)

Aloha,

In November,2011The Kauai County Farm Bureau testified in oppositionto item 3
on theHSAC legislativepackage- proposedbill requiring labeling of genetically
engineeredfoodproducts soldin Hawaii. The following testimonybelowwasmade
to the County Council ofKauai.

FarmersonKauaiandin the stateof Hawaii facemanychallengesin growingandmarketing
theircrops,this issueaddsanotherlevelofcomplexityanduncertaintyfor consumers,retailers
andgrowerswhichcansignificantly impactsaleoffoodproductslocally.

Wequestionwhetherthis typeoflabelingat astatelevel only wouldhaveapositiveeffecton the
communityandthe generalconsumerbecauseit enforcesan additionalrequirementforpackaged
andfreshfoodproductsthatfoodproducersdo not haveto meetin anyotherstate.Ourimported
goodsarealreadymoreexpensivedueto transportationandwouldbemademoreso,asfood
processorsandmanufacturerswould not labelproductsjustfor theHawaii market.Locallyour
farmersdo nothavetheresourcesto implementthis acrosstheboardandit couldcreatea stigma
on all productsoutofHawaii whichwould needto includethelabel if exported.

Theproposedlabelingbill wouldcall for labelingofmanyfoods,includingproductsfrom
animalsthatwerefedbiotechgrain,suchasgeneticallyengineeredcornandsoybean.
Approximately93%of soybeansand85% ofcornplantedby farmersin theUS is biotech,
requiringmostmeatandmilk shippedto Hawaiito be labeled,not to mentionall theprocessed
productsthat containcornandsoy.Given thatourpackagedfoodproductsandfreshproduce
comesfrom Kauainot only from otherstatesbutalsofrom aroundtheworld, it wouldbeonerous
andcostly to implement.

Asidefrom implementationissues,theproposedlabelingbill is constructedto createa stigmaon
GEproducts. Implementingthis policy would contradictthe fmdingsofscientistsaswell as
federalandstateregulatoryagencies.TheFDA is taskedwith foodlabeling,requiringbiotech
foodsto besubstantiallyequivalentto theirconventionalcounterparts.Biotechfoodshavebeen
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in themarketplacesince1996andwearenotawareofanynegativehealthimpactsthathave
beenprovenduring thattimethatwouldjustify suchawarning.
Someshoppersmaywantto avoideatinggeneticallyengineeredfoodsandwerecognizethe
importanceofconsumershavingchoices.Currentlythat choiceis availablebypurchasing
productsthatarelabeledorganicorGMO-free. Organicfarmersarerequiredto not plant
geneticallyengineeredcropsto meetstandardsofcertification. A newlabel is not necessary
whenthereis a systemalreadyin placeto providethat choice.

Thankyou for theopportunityto presenttestimonyon this issue.

Affiliated with theHawaii FarmBureauFederation,theKauaiCountyFarmBureau
representsover300memberson Kauai. TheHawaii FarmBureauFederation(HFBF) is a
non-profitorganizationof farmingfamiliesunitedfor thepurposeofanalyzingproblems
andformulatingactionto ensurethefutureofagriculturetherebypromotingthewell-
beingoffarmingandtheState’seconomy.

Mahalofor yourtimeandconsideration.

Sincerely,

Roy Oyama,President
OnbehalfoftheKauaiCountyFarm Bureau
Personalcontacts:808-332-9426ovamafarm@vahoo.com


